Acute hepatitis in a patient treated with carbamazepine.
A case of serious acute hepatic damage probably induced by carbamazepine (CBZ) is described. A 4-year-old patient with generalized tonic-clonic seizures was started on CBZ after various ineffective therapies. On the 10th day of CBZ therapy, he was readmitted to the hospital because of reappearance of fits, and went into hepatic coma. On the hypothesis that he was suffering an acute toxic reaction to CBZ, the drug was withdrawn (the serum level was not toxic) and the patient was subjected to peritoneal dialysis. The patient was discharged after 15 days in general conditions similar to those preceding the comatose state. The type of hepatic damage revealed by the laboratory tests and the early appearance of the clinical symptoms with non-toxic serum CBZ levels support the hypothesis of an idiosyncratic reaction to CBZ.